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King’s school Drugs and Alcohol policy 

 

Introduction 

The ethos of King’s School is to provide a supportive and nurturing environment, 

where children feel valued and respected.  We have a happy family atmosphere with 

a strong sense of community where the development of individual personality is 

nurtured within a framework of security and positive reinforcement.   

The DfE and the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) produced guidance for 

drug education for schools in September 2012.  This guidance states: 

‘School staff are best placed to decide on the most appropriate response to tackling 

drugs within their school.  This is most effective when: 

 It is supported by the whole school community; 

 Drug education is part of a well-planned programme of PSHE education, 

delivered in a supportive environment where pupils feel able to engage in 

open discussion and feel confident about asking for help if necessary; 

 

This policy works in conjunction with the following policies: 

 Child protection,  

 PSHE 

 Citizenship 

 SMSC 

 Health and safety 

 Safeguarding 

 

Aims 

At King’s School we believe that the issue of drugs and alcohol should be a whole-

school and community concern, and that the wellbeing of our pupils is of the utmost 

importance. 

The aims of this policy are: 

 To acknowledge and clarify the role King’s School plays in ensuring all our 

pupils needs are met in terms of drug and alcohol education and prevention, 

 To support all members of the school community by providing clear guidance, 



 To give appropriate attention to all drugs: legal drugs, medicines, solvents, 

alcohol and illegal drugs, 

 To set out a planned drug education programme across the different key 

stages.  

This policy has been written through consultation with staff and pupils and reflects 

our school ethos.  

It applies to all staff, pupils, parents and visitors who have access to King’s School 

and should be adhered to whilst in the school boundaries, or when representing 

King’s School when participating in school visits.   Where appropriate, staff must sign 

to say they have understood and will adhere to this policy. 

It is the responsibility of the head teacher, Mrs Jane Lee, to ensure the contents of 

this policy are available to all staff and visitors and is adhered to.  

 

Definitions and terminology 

A drug is any substance which, when taken, has the effect of altering the way a 

person behaves, feels sees or thinks. As well as everyday substances such as tea 

and coffee, drugs include: 

 All legal drugs, including alcohol, solvents and tobacco 

 All over the counter and prescription medicines 

 All illegal drugs such as cannabis, ecstasy, amphetamines, heroin, cocaine, 

LSD etc.  

 

Drug incidents 

An incident involving unauthorised drugs in school is most likely to involve alcohol, 

tobacco or volatile substances, rather than illegal drugs. The first priority is safety 

and first aid, i.e. calling the emergency services and placing unconscious people in 

the recovery position. An intoxicated pupil does not represent a medical emergency, 

unless unconscious. Pupils suspected of being intoxicated from inhaling a volatile 

substance will be kept calm; chasing can place intolerable strain on the heart, thus 

precipitating sudden death. 

Any drug suspected of being illegal will be confiscated and stored securely; the 

police will be notified to determine an appropriate method of disposal. These 

precautions must be witnessed and recorded by either the Head teacher or Deputy 

Head teacher. Staff must not taste unknown or confiscated substances. 

 



 

Legal but unauthorised drugs or medicines will also be confiscated, and will be 

returned to parents or carers; the school may arrange for the safe disposal of volatile 

substances. Where a pupil is suspected of concealing an unauthorised drug, staff 

are not permitted to carry out a personal search, but may search pupils' bags, trays, 

etc. 

The Head teacher will notify the police and take advice as to how to proceed further. 

A full record will be made of any incident and the Head teacher will conduct an 

investigation into the nature and seriousness of any incident, in order to determine 

an appropriate follow-up response. 

The site manager ensures that the grounds are kept clear of any dangerous 

substances / objects. He checks the grounds regularly and ensures that they are 

safe. Any glass / bottles are removed quickly and safely. Discarded needles would 

be disposed of via a sharps container. Any unknown substances will be given to the 

police, or disposed of on their advice in the presence of witnesses. 

All staff however are encouraged to be vigilant around the school grounds, 

particularly close to the main entrances. Pupils should not pick up any such 

materials. 

 

Procedures 

Please refer all eventualities of drug or alcohol abuse to the head teacher or deputy 

head teacher. 

 

A suspected drug related incident is described as: 

- Suspect drugs found on the school premises 

- A pupil suspected of being in possession of drugs 

- A pupil found to be in possession of drugs 

- A pupil suspected of being under the influence of drugs 

- An adult visitor or staff suspected of being under the influence of drugs 

 

If an incident occurs the member of staff involved should: 

- Make the situation safe 



- Send for support 

- Administer first aid if necessary 

- If an illegal drug is found it should be secured in a safe place until dealt with by the 

police 

- Report the incident to the head teacher, deputy head or DSL 

Any incident will be reported to the Head Teacher, deputy head or DSL, who will 

contact the police. The parents will also be contacted and made aware of the 

situation. The incident will be recorded and held on file in the Head teacher’s 

confidential records. 

 

 

 Authorised drugs – should be kept out of reach of children, in a locked cabinet 

(found in the staffroom).  Medicines to be administered to children should be 

looked after by staff members and a consent form completed by a parent.  

 Unauthorised drugs – any concerns about staff members or parents 

breaching school rules on drugs and alcohol should be reported directly to the 

head teacher or deputy head.  In the event that children could be at risk, the 

police should be called immediately.  Any drugs and alcohol found on a 

person in school will be stored in a locked cupboard until it can be disposed of 

appropriately.  

 It is not school policy to search children or staff, unless deemed absolutely 

necessary and then only done in the presence of at least 2 members of staff 

including the head teacher or deputy head.  

 Solvents should be managed appropriately, being kept out of reach of 

children,  and always used under the supervision of adults.  

 

Drug and alcohol education 

At King’s School we believe that children should be informed of the benefits and 

dangers of drugs, both prescribed and illegal.   We deliver an age appropriate 

curriculum about drugs and alcohol in school, where the children feel safe and 

supported in asking and answering their questions.  Where necessary, we cooperate 

with outside agencies to ensure a full coverage of the curriculum for the children, but 

also to support staff and offer appropriate training.  

 

Key stage 1 

 Discuss use of medicines and drugs and how they can affect our bodies. 



 Taught about medicines prescribed by doctors and why they help us. 

 Taught about the dangers of eating  berries in the garden 

 Discuss religions that have a no alcohol policy 

 Signs and symbols on bottles/packaging – dangers  

 

Key stage 2 

 Discuss keeping our bodies healthy, including effects of drinking, smoking, 

legal and illegal drugs, caffeine, solvents etc. 

 Discuss making right and wrong choices and taking responsibility for our 

actions – drinking/smoking – age limits. 

 Discuss the power of peer pressure – linked to life skills 

 

Throughout King’s School we also respond to opportunities as they arise throughout 

the school  year.  Issues may be discussed in assemblies or in the classroom.  Staff 

are available to discuss issues with children privately or children in key stage 2 can 

use their You and Me book to raise any concerns. 

Confidentiality 

If a pupil discloses to an adult that he or she is taking drugs, the adult should make it 

clear that he or she can offer no guarantee of confidentiality. However the adult can 

advise the pupil of other sources of confidential information or advice. Pupils should 

also be encouraged to talk to their parents. A record will be made of the disclosure 

and the Head Teacher and DSL are to be informed. The matter will be treated as a 

potential safeguarding matter, and the parents contacted in the first instance. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Schools and education are continually changing. Consequently, it is necessary to 

regularly review the school practices and with it, this Drugs and Alcohol Policy so 

that we can take account of new research, advice or other related developments. 
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